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18670619 new 5-cent design 


Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 


June 19, 1867 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Dear Sir, 

For sometime past we have been in receipt of letters from persons residing in different 
parts of the country respecting the two varieties of the five cent nickel coin in circulation. The 
coin as first issued contained rays between the stars on the reverse. Subsequently, in February 
last, I think, the rays were omitted and the coin issued without them. The alteration leads many 
persons to believe the one variety or the other to be counterfeit. With a view to do away with this 
embarrassment, as well as to improve the artistic appearance of the coin, I instructed the 
Engraver to prepare dies with entirely new devices. These dies are now completed and I send 
you herewith the first specimen struck from them (in copper). 

The obverse contains an emblematic head of Liberty surrounded by the legend, “United 
States of America,” with the year of coinage underneath. The reverse has the inscription “5 
cents,” surrounded by branches of olives indicative of the peaceful condition of our country — 
and above the motto “In Gold We Trust.” 

In a few days we will have struck and forwarded to you a few specimens in the nickel- 
copper alloy, and I shall then have the honor to ask approval of the new devices and present the 
reasons for the proposed change. 


Respectfully yours, 
H. R. Linderman, 
Director 


